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1996

In 1996, 65% of  Arizona voters approved 

Proposition 200 (the "Drug Medicalization, 

Prevention and Control Act"), a drug policy 

reform initiative that contained a provision 

allowing physicians to prescribe cannabis or 
recommend Schedule I drugs for certain 

debilitating or terminal illnesses and requiring 

probation rather than jail for nonviolent 

personal drug users.



2002

In November 2002, Proposition 203, a medical 

cannabis initiative that also sought to 

decriminalize recreational use, failed with 42.7% 

of  the vote. Included in the initiative were 

requirements to: (a) allow a patient to possess 
up to 2 ounces of  cannabis and grow 2 plants; 

(b) establish a state-run system for the 

distribution of  medical cannabis to patients; (c) 

decriminalize up to 2 ounces of  cannabis for 

any use (punishable by a $250 fine); and (d) 
enact new sentencing reforms for non-violent 

drug offenses (expanding upon the 1996 

reforms).



2010

Proposition 203—the Arizona Medical 

Marijuana Act—was an initiative seeking to 

legalize the medical use of  cannabis. Voters 

approved it with 50.1% of  the ballots in favor. 

The initiative allows a patient with a doctor's 
recommendation to possess up to 2.5 ounces 

of  cannabis for treatment of  certain qualifying 

conditions. It limits the number of  dispensaries 

to 124 and specifies that only patients who 

reside more than 25 miles from a dispensary 
may cultivate their own cannabis. Proposition 

203 became effective on December 14, 2010.



2016

The Arizona Marijuana Legalization Initiative, 

also known as Proposition 205, appeared on 

the November 8, 2016, ballot in Arizona as an 

initiated state statute to legalize the recreational 

use of  cannabis. It failed with 48.7% of  the 
vote. The initiative would have allowed an adult 

to possess up to an ounce of  cannabis and 

cultivate up to six plants for personal use. It 

also required the establishment of  a system for 

the commercial distribution and taxation of  
cannabis, with excess tax revenues (after paying 

for the program's expenses) dedicated to 

funding public schools and substance abuse 

programs.



2020

Proposition 207 (the Smart and Safe Arizona 

Act) legalizes the adult recreational use of  

marijuana. It passed with 60% of  the vote on 

November 3, 2020. Specifically, Prop 207 

allows an adult in Arizona to possess up to 1 
ounce (28 g) of  marijuana (with no more than 5 

grams being marijuana concentrate) to have up 

to 6 marijuana plants at their home (with up to 

12 marijuana plants in households with two or 

more adult members). Possession and 
cultivation of  cannabis became legal on 

November 30, 2020, when the results of  the 

election were certified.



Opponents of Proposition 207 organized the 
campaign Arizonans For Health and Public 
Safety. The PAC had raised $1.0 million, 
including $268,851 from the Center for 
Arizona Policy Action—a 501(c)(4) nonprofit 
organization. The Arizona Chamber of 
Commerce provided $168,559 to the 
opposition campaign.

Smart and Safe Arizona led the campaign in 
support of Proposition 207. Smart and Safe 
Arizona had raised $6.0 million, including $1.8 
million from Harvest Enterprises, Inc., a 
marijuana firm. CuraLeaf, a medical marijuana 
business, provided $750,000, and 
Copperstate Farms, LLC, also a marijuana firm, 
provided $410,000. 

https://ballotpedia.org/Arizona_Proposition_207,_Marijuana_Legalization_Initiative_(2020)
https://ballotpedia.org/Arizona_Proposition_207,_Marijuana_Legalization_Initiative_(2020)








36-2817. 
Medical 
marijuana 
fund; private 
donations

• D. ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS AMENDMENT 
TO THIS SECTION, THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

DEPARTMENT SHALL TRANSFER THE FOLLOWING 
SUMS FROM THE MEDICAL MARIJUANA FUND FOR 
THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

• 6.  $2,000,000 TO THE DEPARTMENT TO DEVELOP AND 
IMPLEMENT, IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC SECURITY AND OTHER 
STATE AGENCIES, A SOCIAL EQUITY OWNERSHIP 
PROGRAM TO PROMOTE THE OWNERSHIP AND 
OPERATION OF MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENTS AND 
MARIJUANA TESTING FACILITIES BY INDIVIDUALS 

FROM COMMUNITIES DISPROPORTIONATELY 
IMPACTED BY THE ENFORCEMENT OF PREVIOUS 
MARIJUANA LAWS. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS 
PARAGRAPH, "MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENT" AND 
"MARIJUANA TESTING FACILITY" HAVE THE SAME 

MEANINGS PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 36-2850.



36-2854. Rules; 
licensing; early 
applicants; fees; 

civil penalty; 
legal counsel



36-2854. 
Rules; 

licensing; early 
applicants; 
fees; civil 

penalty; legal 
counsel

























In 2020, the ACLU 

published a revelatory report 

on racial disparity in 

marijuana arrests 



Despite using marijuana at similar rates, 

Black people are 3.64 times more likely 

than white people to be arrested for 

marijuana possession.



Arizona’s Black Population is only 2/3 of The National Average



Arizona Cannabis Racial Disparities Per the ACLU



How the ACLU sees Racial Disparity 

in Arizona Cannabis

How DHS sees Racial Disparity in 

Arizona Cannabis






























